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Speaker Biographies

Anthony Spira: Director, Milton Keynes Gallery

Anthony joined Milton Keynes in May 2009. Prior to this he was Curator at Whitechapel
Gallery, London and Assistant Curator at the Galerie Nationale du Jeu de Paume, Paris. In
addition to running the Gallery’s programme, Anthony is developing the International Festival
for MK and has ambitions to expand the gallery’s premises.

David Hill: Chief Executive, Milton Keynes Council

David joined Milton Keynes Council in July 2009. He was previously Chief Executive at
Ashford Borough Council in Kent, Director of Organisational Development at Suffolk County
Council, has held senior civil service posts within the Department of Health and Social
Security and the Northern Ireland Office, and was Secretary to the Royal Commission on the
Reform of the House of Lords.

Vivienne Reiss: Lead Officer for MK Gallery, Arts Council England South East
Vivienne is also a freelance arts consultant, working with clients including Tate, Houses of
Parliament, Wellcome Trust and Homes and Communities Agency. Vivienne was formerly
Head of Visual Arts Learning and Development at Arts Council England national office.

Dr Ann Limb

Ann is an educationalist, businesswoman and charity entrepreneur. Currently chair of Milton
Keynes Partnership, she is also Chair of numerous organisations including the Legal Deposit
Advisory Panel, Milton Keynes Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, the National Extension
College, the Helena Kennedy Foundation, the National Council of Faiths and Beliefs, the
Anne Frank Trust UK and Milton Keynes Arts for Health.

Natalie Walton: Head of Education, Milton Keynes Gallery

Natalie was appointed Head of Education in 2006, having been Education Officer at Towner
Art Gallery, Eastbourne. She was area representative for engage for the South East and is on
the board of Directors of the Milton Keynes Arts Education Forum. Natalie will take up the
position of Head of Learning at The Hepworth Wakefield in March.

John Luff, Sustainable Marketing

John founded UK based Sustainable Marketing in 2004. He was Head of Global Corporate
Social Responsibility and Head of Global Brand for British Telecom (BT) and has worked in
occupational psychology and organisational development. He is an associate faculty member
of the British Chartered Institute of Marketing, a Founding member of the Superbrands CSR
Advisory Panel and CSR advisor to the World Lottery Association.
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Kevin McDonagh

Project Coordinator Family & Education Support Team

Children & Young People Services, Milton Keynes Council

The Family Education Support Team (FEST) is multi-agency project and forms part of the
Behaviour Improvement Programme. FEST aspires to promote emotional well-being,
positive behaviour and school attendance among children aged 5 — 12 years.

FEST encourages schools to work with the gallery’s education programme to develop projects
supporting the specific needs of each school and their families. In 2006, FEST worked with
Queen Eleanor School during the Anja Schrey exhibition exploring issues around identity and
encouraging family discussion and interaction. FEST has also worked with Knowles Junior
School during the Stephen Willats exhibition and on the Out and About Programme which
encourages parents to take their children out and about in MK.

Julie Kemp

Art Coordinator Langland Community School, Netherfield, Milton Keynes

Langland Community School provides education for approximately 310 children aged
between 4 and 11 years of age mainly taken from the surrounding estates of Netherfield,
Tinkers Bridge and adjoining areas.

Langland Community School began working with Milton Keynes Gallery through its family
engagement programme and has worked with the Gallery on a number of projects: in 2007 as
part of the Gallery’s Big Draw outreach programme; in 2008, on a family engagement project
called Dads and Lads investigating the work of Gilberto Zorio with scientists from Cranfield
Health; in 2009, to pilot elements of the Gallery’s Philosophy For Children (P4C)
programme; and in 2010 on an Extended School Services Project, responding to the Marcus
Coates exhibition with a performance presented at Milton Keynes Theatre as part of Milton
Keynes Orchestra’s Family Concert.
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